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| 7~ About the year 1880, Francis McCoy &nd . :
1 y r
ck lick 10
‘J/ ’ Mcneill went into Black Mountain to watch a su di
g quite =& o=

( deer., Mcloy was watching the lick and McNeill was @

n-
Stance away fixing camp for the night. Just as dusk wasj::r
ing into night, McCoy heard a stick beesk behind his bl ;
Turning he saw & powerful big bear slmost upon him. Bringing
his set rifle into play, he aimed to shoot the bear through
the head, Just as the gun fired the bear jerked up his head
and the buﬁlﬁt struck low, breeking his jew. That beer reached
out his arms and embraced the men in a powerful hug. McCoy was

d
the strong man of these mounteins, but a four hundred poun s

) seven fooi bear was & hand full for even so mighty & man as

he. On the other hana McCoy was & pretty good arm full for -

T

any bear. The bear tfi;ﬁ to bite but could note It was luck at

both ends of the linez#hiat he could not bite, for & bear will
not réke with his abléfiind clews if he cennot grasp the

object with hig teeth. Out in the lsurel, over rocks and fal]fb
en timber, it was g bpowerful struggle; the bear would not let
€0 and the man coulg not for fear of g SwWeeping blow from the
frout paws, McNeill hag heard the shot and went to help to

bring in the deer, as he thought. He witnessed & gscene few men

have been Privéleged to gee--g strong man in the embrace of

of a great bear ahd holding hisg owﬂvemarkably well, There wag




oo’

McNeill always said that McCoys appearance was a plumb eighte
He wae covered with bear blood and mud, and his clothes sadly
torn. Except for scratches and bruises he was not hurt.

Aea Shinn McNeill died March 28, 1937, sge 86 years.
He was the son of Jonathan McNeill of Swago. and his people

say bthis bear tsle is & true one.

(meny people who do not know Pocaﬁontas gountys do
not believe our hesr ctories as true. They do not think we
have as many bears as we claim to heve. They do not stop to
think thet vast areas of the county is still a wildernesB.
not of vergin timber as formerly, but of undergrowth and

laurel which makeb an excellent hiding placa for baars.

Then too this is & sheep county, sna 72

food for them, Too, if the people dia nnt'hnﬂt‘

g
s0 re;entéessly we oould not raise sheap.}

For th; this reason suc}n ag Charley TB»GY. ¢
Amos Hooddell Jake Jackson, Robert Gihaon*;
Samuel Gibson, Ellis Dean,Ira King, Frank
Rider, Arnola Rider, Elmer Sharp, Georga

Dean had 93 head of sheep. In the last e

sold_sixteeﬁ'haaﬂ-bx-enna. Lagt 8pPring he |
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eand dead falls,
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